
My name is Claire Yao and I am a bioengineering student in the College of Engineering. During the spring 

semester of my junior year, I studied abroad in Copenhagen, Denmark, and it was one of the most 

rewarding experiences of my undergraduate studies. I hadn’t always known that I wanted study abroad. 

It was more of a last minute decision. As an engineer, it definitely wasn’t easy to fit a whole semester 

away from campus into my schedule, but it was still very manageable. The program that I decided to 

enroll in was a biomedicine program, in which I took classes that could satisfy biology requirements as 

well as even a major approved elective. It was also very easy to earn liberal studies credits because of 

the wide variety of social and cultural courses that are generally offered abroad. Outside of my studies, I 

was able to meet many amazing people and travel to exotic places that really opened up my cultural 

lens. In order to fully appreciate a society that was so different from what I was used to, I learned to 

have an open mind about the different cultures that I encountered through my travels. I found that the 

best way to learn about a culture and their history was to fully immerse myself with the local people. 

Through my studies and many adventures, I developed new perspectives of the world that became an 

added learning experience on top of studying at Cornell.  

 


